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Executive Overview
Dr. Krishnamachari Rangarajan is a distinguished academician, administrator, and global trade strategist with over 35 years of experience spanning management education, policy advisory, and high-impact international consultancy. He currently serves as Professor of Strategy and Head of the Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), Kolkata Campus, where he has spearheaded strategic expansion, institutional development, and specialized industry-government facilitation centers for nearly two decades.
Key Leadership & Strategic Roles
Dr. Rangarajan served as the Vice President of the Academy of International Business (AIB) South Asia Chapter, having previously held the role of Vice President for the AIB India Chapter in 2021, where he convened multiple flagship regional conferences and international pedagogy workshops. His academic leadership at IIFT Kolkata as Campus Head since 2006 is complemented by his long-standing contributions to institutional governance as a member of IIFT’s Board of Management since 2004 and the Academic Council since 2001. Driven by a vision for institutional impact, he founded and heads XCELL – Centre for Export Facilitation (Est. 2023), which operates dedicated state and sector-specific Export Facilitation Cells for Assam, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Nagaland Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim, following his earlier tenure as the Founder Head of the Centre for MSME Studies from 2004 to 2019, where he spearheaded cluster development, export capacity development, and internationalization programs for small and medium enterprises. In the domain of corporate governance and trade policy, he served as an Independent Director on the Board of the State Trading Corporation of India (Govt. of India) from 2016 to 2019, held a Core Group Nominee role for Textile Exports in the Ministry of Textiles, and continues to contribute as a Steering Committee Member for Export Promotion under the Government of West Bengal alongside active roles on Expert Committees for the CII and FICCI.
Global Assignments & Policy Interventions
Dr. Rangarajan’s global footprint extends to key assignments as a National and International Expert for major international developmental agencies, including UNIDO (Austria), the International Labour Organization (ILO, Geneva), the Commonwealth Secretariat (London), and the Swiss Agency for Development and Coordination (SDC) across Mekong countries such as Lao, Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, and China. His international academic and advisory engagements encompass lecturing, teaching, and consulting across the UK, USA, UAE, China, Thailand, Egypt, Tunisia, and Papua New Guinea. Furthermore, he has engaged as a domain expert for Dun & Bradstreet in the Middle East and represented Indian academia as an invited speaker at the prestigious Pujiang Innovation Forum in Shanghai.
Teaching, Research & Mentorship
Over his extensive academic career, Dr. Rangarajan has delivered over 8,750 hours of instruction across Executive, Doctoral, and Post-Graduate levels in International Business Strategy, Competitive Strategy, Management of Strategic Alliances, and Strategy Execution. He is the author of two widely-used management textbooks—Strategic Management and Business Policy (Pearson) and Working Capital Management (Excel Books)—and has contributed over 25 research papers to top-tier peer-reviewed international journals. His academic excellence and industry contributions are underlined by his designation as an Accredited Management Teacher (AMT) by the All India Management Association (AIMA), securing 2nd Rank in his Master of Commerce degree, and earning his Ph.D. in Applied Economics and Management in 1993.

